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HOW TO READ YOUR 


Bible 
MORE EFFECTIVELY 


“Read your Bible—not as a newspaper, but as a letter from home. 
“If a cluster of heavenly fruit hangs within reach, gather it. 
“If a promise lies upon the page as a blank cheque, cash it. 
“If a prayer is recorded, appropriate it and launch it as a feathered 


arrow from the bow of your desire. 


“If a truth is revealed in all its intrinsic splendor, entreat that 
its brilliance may ever irradiate the hemisphere of your life like a star. 


“Entwine the climbing creepers of holy desire round the lattice 
work of Scripture. So shall you come to say with the Psalmist, ‘O how 
love I thy law! it is my meditation all the day’ (Psalm 119:97).” 


—F. B. Meyer 
Quoted by Nathanael Olson 
AMERICAN TRACT SOCIETY 
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Our Church’s program theme for the 
year is “Understanding the Bible’. In 
this issue we offer thoughts on this 
from the standpoint of a preacher, of 
a widely-hailed teacher and of a 
scholar. All three, incidentally, prob- 
ably could have written, with equal 
effect, from the other standpoints. 





The dreaded Interdict of the Middle 
Ages is still very much alive ... in 
case anyone has been tempted to be- 
lieve that the Roman Church ever 
changes. Just last week the Arch- 
bishop of Malta, angered by criticism 
by a Socialist newspaper editor of a 
pastoral letter sent out by the Arch- 
bishop, imposed the Interdict. Twenty- 
four year old Larry Sant, editor of 
The Struggle, was barred from taking 
part in liturgical services and barred 
from the Sacraments for “seriously at- 
tacking’”’ the Archbishop in his mag- 
azine. The faithful were warned that 
any who write for, sell or even read 
The Struggle thereby “commit mortal 


This story is current in Washington, 
and the incident is supposed to occur 
after the adoption of socialized medi- 
cine. 

A stranger in the city was stricken 
with what he decided must be appendi- 





citis and, in great agony, asked a 
friend what to do. 
“You go to the clinic,” said the 


friend, “and go thru the door marked 
‘Appendectomy’.” 

The sufferer did so and found him- 
self in a small room with two doors, 
one marked “Acute” the other 
“Chronic.” He opened the “Acute” 
door, and went inside another room 
with two exits. These were labeled 
“Male” and “Female”. He pushed 
open the “Male” door and discovered 
two more, “Republican” and “Demo- 
crat.” 

Resolutely marching thru the one 
marked “Republican,” the unfortunate 
seeker after health found himself — 
out on the street. 
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KOREA — A recent preacher at 
West Gate church used an apt illus- 
tration, which is possible only in an 
Eastern land such as this where the 
proprieties are notoriously less deli- 
cate. 


Said he, “The other day I was in a 
community bath. As one man who 
was glistening clean came out of the 
water, another came in from the coal 
yards, covered with coal dust and 
grime. Presently a farmer came in 
who had been plowing knee-deep in 
the mire of a rice paddy. Some of 
the bathers who had been less affect- 
ed by toil and grime grumbled at the 
more unattractive additions to their 
company. But all had come to take 
a bath and all left the bathhouse clean. 


“So,” said the preacher, “the 
church is like such a bathhouse. Be- 
cause of sin we are all in need of 
cleansing, though it may seem that 
some are in greater need than others. 
Yet there are none who can go away 
clean until they have had their bath. 
This is what Jesus meant when He 
said, ‘I am not come to call the right- 
eous but sinners to repentance’.”’ 

—Rev. Joe B. Hopper 





CONGO — “It is reported that the 
present rate of ‘conversion’ to the 
main ideologies existing in the con- 
tinent of Africa is as follows: For 
every one convert to Protestantism, 
there are two converts to Roman Ca- 
tholicism, five converts to Islam, nine 
converts to Communism. International 
Communism’s plans for world do- 
minion, which seem to be running well 
to schedule, allow for the complete 
conquest of Africa by 1968.” This 
statement, which I recently read, re- 
minds us all that the forces of evil 
are surely working. Yet the future, 
in God’s hands, is sure because of 
Him who is the Head of His Church, 
under whom all things consist. 

—Rev. William Mulcay 


Assmbly Rejects Union Moves, Endorses 
Missions Program, Supports NCC 


JACKSONVILLE, Fila. Moving 
swiftly through a crowded agenda un- 
der the leadership of its new Mod- 
erator, Dr. Marion A. Boggs, of Little 
Rock, Ark., the 521 Commissioners of 
the Centennial General Assembly, 
April 28 - May 2, among other actions 
rejected moves to reopen negotiations 
with the UPUSA Church by an- 
swering two Texas overtures. in 
the negative; endorsed the present 
policy of the Board of World Missions 
with respect to the Mexican Church 
and referred a move to have the mis- 
sions philosophy of the Board “investi- 
gated” to the Board itself —- express- 
ing its “complete confidence” in the 
Board; asked its own representatives 
on the National Council of Churches 
to look into the recent charges made 
against the NCC, while it rejected a 
resolution to have the legality of our 
membership in the NCC studied by a 
special committee. 


OVERTURES REJECTED 


The Assembly also answered in the 
NEGATIVE overtures asking it to: 


Instruct its agencies to dispose of 
any tobacco stocks they might hold 
(it is understood that the Board of 
World Missions disposed of its securi- 
ties sometime ago) ; 

Permit Presbyteries to recognize the 
views and opinions of absentee mem- 
bers in matters pertaining to constitu- 
tional changes and church union; 


Change the form of annual statisti- 
cal reports; 


Change the terms of the Ministers’ 
Annuity Fund contract in certain mat- 
ters pertaining to the remarriage of 
widows of ministers; 


Make a study of the status of re- 
tired ministers looking toward a pos- 
sible change in rules governing their 
service in the Church; 


Change the present quarter system 
in the publication of Sunday School 
materials; 


Lay before the Church the urgent 


need for more ministers and mission- 
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aries (a special office has been set up 
for this purpose, with the Rev. James 
O. Speed, Jr., director.) 


Make a special study of the Tithe in 
its relation to the obligations of Chris- 
tian stewardship. 


Direct the Women of the Church to 
change their program year to conform 
to the denomination’s calendar year; 


Instruct the General Council to pub- 
lish a forecast of capital funds cam- 
paigns; 


Change the Church Extension sea- 
son back to some time in the Fall; 


Send down the question of segrega- 
tion or desegregation for a categori- 
cal vote in the Presbyteries. 


OVERTURES APPROVED 


On the other hand, the Assembly 
answered in the AFFIRMATIVE over- 
tures seeking to: 


Allow ministers of other Reformed 
bodies to exercise temporary pastoral 
functions in churches of our denomi- 
nation when necessary — such as mod- 
erating congregational meetings; 


Speed up the process of desegrega- 
tion in our institutions; 


Support the “Christian” principle 
of planned parenthood or birth con- 
trol; 


Plan for the publication of a “Hand- 
book to the Hymnal” which will con- 
tain helpful material about hymn 
tunes, hymn sources, authors, com- 
posers; 

Appoint a committee to “study the 
life and teachings” of evangelical 
movements such as Youth for Christ, 
Young Life, etc.; 

NATIONAL COUNCIL 
OF CHURCHES 

Two resolutions introduced by Com- 

missioners brought the subject of the 


National Council of Churches early 
before the Assembly. The Rev. Wil- 








liam L. Van Auken, of Houston, asked 
the Assembly to appoint a committee 
to investigate recent charges made 
against the NCC in the famous Air 
Force Manual hassle. Dr. John R. Rich- 
ardson, of Atlanta, on the other hand, 
asked the Assembly to appoint a com- 
mittee of attorneys to study the 
legality of our relationship with the 
NCC. Dr. Richardson’s resolution con- 
tended that our Church has entered 
into a formal relationship with an ec- 
clesiastical body (the NCC) without 
following the constitutional provisions 
governing such unions, namely, a 
vote by the Presbyteries. 


The Assembly, however, was carried 
by those of its members who view the 
NCC and its behavior with approval, 
into an action in which the study of the 
charges made against the NCC was 
turned over to our own representatives 
on the NCC; and the resolution to in- 
vestigate the legality of our member- 
ship in the NCC was rejected with a 
strong word of approval for that 
ecumenical body and the world-wide 
movement it heads. 


CHURCH UNION 


There was remarkably little senti- 
ment for church union—at this time 
— in the Assembly. Even the active 
proponents of union indicated that 
they thought this was not the time to 
revive agitation for a merger with 
the Northern Church and so the two 
overtures from Texas Presbyteries ask- 
ing that negotiations be resumed were 
defeated, almost unanimously. 


This action of the Assembly marks 
the first time in recent years that a 
move in the direction of union has been 
turned back by an Assembly. In pre- 
vious years such moves — for study, 
negotiation, appointment of commit- 
tees, etc. —- invariably passed. When 
defeated, such moves lost at the Pres- 
bytery level and not at the Assembly 
level. 


WORLD MISSIONS 


The sentiment of the Assembly was 
strongly in support of the Board of 
World Missions, its policy and pro- 
gram. The Standing Committee re- 
jected the three overtures from Texas 
Presbyteries asking the Assembly to 
instruct the Board to relinquish more 
of its domestic responsibilities to the 
national church of Mexico. In its re- 
port, the Standing Committee pointed 





out to the Assembly that we have long 
treated the Mexican Church as an 
autonomous body, implying that the 
overtures were unnecessary. 


The Standing Committee also recom- 
mended a negative vote on an over- 
ture from a Texas Presbytery request- 
ing an investigation of the overall mis- 
sions philosophy of our work, adding 
a statement expressing its “complete 
confidence” in the Board. 


When the report reached the floor 
of the Assembly, opposition appeared 
in the form of a motion by the Rev. 
Richard Hardie of Little Rock, seek- 
ing to remove the expression of “com- 
plete confidence in the Board” in con- 
nection with the reply to the Texas 
overture. Before the matter could 
be settled (this was Saturday), the 
Assembly recessed until Monday. By 
Monday the protesting group was bet- 
ter organized. 


Dr. E. T. Thompson moved 
a substitute for the Hardie motion, 
asking the Board itself to consider the 
feasibility of a study of its policy, to 
which study overseas representatives 
and representatives of other churches 
would be invited. Dr. Thompson was 
strongly supported by the Rev. Wil- 
liam H. Crane, who implied that the 
Board was not keeping up with the 
changes taking place in this revolu- 


tionary world and — despite repeated 
assurances that he was not criticising 
the Board or the missions — alleged 


that in some matters our policies on 
the field are not shared by other 
church bodies, deploring the fact 
that, in his opinion, 19th Century at- 
titudes continue to prevail. Mr. Crane 
made it clear that he was not only 








Divine Maintenance 


HE HIMSELF EXISTED BEFORE ALL THINGS AND IN HIM ALL 
THINGS CONSIST — COMERE, ARE HELD TOGETHER ” —— Lf v7 
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interested in practical and administra- 
tive changes, but also in theological 
changes in our Missions program. 


After Mr. Crane spoke, Dr. James 
A. Jones, former Chairman of the 
Board pointed out that the Board 
spends a great part of its time doing 
just what its critics imply that it is not 
doing, namely, studying changing con- 
ditions in the world and adjusting its 
policy accordingly. He pointed out 
that with different conditions obtain- 
ing in different parts of the world, 
policy may not be rigid and uniform 
for all fields. However, he declared 
that the Board did not mind being 
asked to study its policy. 


The motion prevailed. It was fol- 
lowed by a second resolution, unani- 
mously adopted, expressing complete 
confidence in the Board of World 
Missions. 


GENERAL COUNCIL 


In an action having far - reaching 
consequences — which some observers 
considered ill-advised — the Assembly 
voted to instruct the General Council 
to prepare plans looking toward the 
establishment of a central treasurer 
and more equalization of the receipts 
from benevolences. Several Commis- 
sioners later expressed the view that 
the Assembly did not fully understand 
the implications of its actions — taken 
in connection with the routine approval 
of twenty-two other recommendations 
and under circumstances which includ- 
ed an early vote to cut off debate. 
One Commissioner remarked, “I never 
would have voted for more centraliza- 
tion had I known what it was all 
about”. 


Upon motion by Dr. Lawrence Stell, 
of Charlotte, made from the floor dur- 
ing the General Council debate, the 
Assembly voted to recommend that no 
capital funds campaigns be undertak- 
en by congregations until regularly 
budgeted benevolences have been ac- 
cepted. Seconded by Dr. Julian Lake 
of Winston-Salem, the action, if heed- 
ed by the churches, will have the ef- 
fect of keeping all special appeals out 
of the churches until budgeted needs 
have been met. Several agency of- 
ficials, including Dr. John R. Cunning- 
ham of the Presbyterian Foundation, 
expressed the opinion to the Assembly 
before the vote that such an action 
would tend to stifle private gifts by 
persons interested in special causes. 


(Continued next week). 
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How to receive a blessing from Bible Study 





Understanding The Bible 


This is a year of emphasis on “Bible 
suay” in our Church. Much will be 
written and said to help Presbyterians 
“Understand the Bible” this year. In- 
sofar as such special interest in study- 
ing the Bible will result in more read- 
ing the Bible, it will be a good thing 
for us all. Unfortunately the ideas 
offered by many Bible interpreters are 
neither sure nor simple avenues to a 
better understanding of the Scriptures. 


Often the method followed by those 
who would help us understand the Bi- 
ble is that of explanation. At no time 
is it necessary to pay more careful at- 
tention to what a man is saying as 
when he is “explaining” something. 
Many “explanations” of the Bible at- 
tempt to make the Bible plain by 
bringing in more than is written or 
by leaving out some of what is writ- 
ten. The idea back of such “explain- 
ing’ seems to be that the Bible needs 
a little “fixing” so that it can be 
“plainly” understood. 


Some time ago my attention was 
drawn to an “explanation” of the 
Lord’s miracle of feeding the multi- 
tude with a few loaves and little fishes. 
The whole incident was treated in such 
a way as to turn it into a sort of 
“sentimental neighborliness.”” What 
happened (according to this explana- 
tion) was that the multitude shared 
each other’s food in congregational 
“covered dish supper” style. 


The “miracle” apparently now was 
that anyone would offer to share his 
food with any stranger. More could 
be said about such a bland disregard 
of the New Testament in the use of 
this incident. But my point is that 
here was an example of a sort of “ex- 
plaining”’. Actually, it was a rather 
crude “explaining away” that not only 
did violence to our Lord’s personal 
integrity but also completely misrepre- 
sented the Scripture. 


Such treatment of Bible material 
does not help me to understand the 
Bible, it actually tends to confuse me 
as to what the Bible really means. 






If a Bible teacher sympathetically 
discusses the Virgin Birth I should 
listen with respect and interest. But 
if he then deals with the Bible account 
in such a way as to make out there 
was no Virgin Birth, he has not helped 
me to understand the Bible: he has 
only proposed that I not accept the 
record as true. Anyone who discusses 
the resurrection of Jesus Christ in 
such a way as to persuade me that 
the earthly body of Jesus Christ was 
not raised out of the tomb has not 
helped me to understand the resurrec- 
tion. He has simply helped me to dis- 
believe the resurrection story as it is 
set forth in the Bible and made me to 
doubt all else the Bible says. 


The miracles recorded in the Bible 
as the works of Jesus Christ can never 
be understood by any “explanation” 
which proposes to show that nothing 
supernatural happened. For explana- 
tion to be true it must explain the 
miracle in such fashion that when I 
understand the explanation I still have 
the miracle. 


“UNDERSTAND” DOES NOT MEAN 
“DESTROY” 


To understand “honesty” is not to 
destroy “honesty.” Understanding love 
never removes its glory. The more 
you understand loyalty the more won- 
derful it is! Understanding health does 
not make one sick, and understanding 
death does not return the dead one to 
life. In fact when I understand some- 
thing it actually becomes more real 
than ever before. When I understand 
more of what Christ Jesus suffered 
for me, I become more thankful than 
ever for His wonderful Grace. 


Understanding the Bible is naturally 
difficult because the Bible brings a 
message from God (Who is invisible) 
about our souls (which are intangible) 
in the light of eternity (which we can- 
not comprehend as human beings). 
Part of this difficulty can be avoided 
if we do not try to understand God 
in Himself, but remain content to try 
to understand His will for us. And, 
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especially, we shall never understand 
the Bible if we look at it only from 
the human, or earthly, point of view. 


The problem of understanding the 
Bible is related to the problem of un- 
derstanding Jesus of Nazareth. The 
Bible is the Word of God literate, as 
Jesus Christ was the Word of God in- 
carnate. If we look at Jesus of Naz- 
areth as only a man we will never 
“see” Him as the Son of God Who 
came to save us by His death and 
resurrection. And to look at the Bible 
as only human literature will never 
lead us to receive it (or to understand 
it) “not as the word of men, but as it 
is in truth, the Word of God, which 
effectually worketh also in you that 
believe” (I Thess. 2:13). 


Thousands saw Jesus of Nazareth as 
a man, even a good man, but never 
came to faith that they might belong 
to Him. Today thousands read the Bi- 
ble as a human book, even a good book, 
but never come to faith that they 
might be saved. Since many criticized 
Jesus of Nazareth it is not surprising 
that many today criticize the Bible. 
Many saw and heard Jesus Christ yet 
believed not. That fact did not change 
Jesus Christ nor hinder His work in 
those who did believe in Him. And 
disbelief today does not change the 
Bible nor weaken its power in those 
who believe it as the Word of God. 


In order to understand the Bible it 
is necessary 


I. TO RECOGNIZE THE BIBLE 
FOR WHAT IT IS: the revelation of 
the Will of God. 


It is a hidden revelation. The Lord 
told Peter (Matt. 16:13-20), “Flesh 
and blood hath not revealed it unto 
thee, but my Father which is in heav- 
en”. He told His disciples (Matt. 11: 
25-27), in praying to His Father, 
“Thou hast hidden these things from 
the wise and prudent, and re- 
vealed them unto babes’. The Bi- 
ble becomes plain as the Holy Spirit 
reveals the things of God to us. 








It is a spiritual revelation. It deals 
with the invisible realities of the 
Spirit: God, Heaven, the soul, etern- 
ity, etc. 


It is a proven revelation. Peter re- 
marks “we have also a more sure word 
of prophecy”. The fulfillment of so 
many specific predictions has certified 
the whole Bible as “none surer” for 
our confidence. 


It is a manifested revelation. The 
Bible is to be taken truly as the Word 
of God. The Lord Jesus was the Word 
of God manifested in human form. 
“He that hath seen me hath seen the 
Father” (John 14:7-11). The Bible 
IS what God has revealed. To be 
just a “record” of a separate revela- 
tion is to suggest that it may not be 
revelation at all. 


It is an effective revelation. Souls 
are saved by calling on the God whose 
promises are set forth in the Bible. 
(Romans 10:8-17). And the Bible, 
honestly used, effectually works Grace 
in the heart. 


II. TO RECOGNIZE THAT THE 
LETTER ALONE DOES NOT 
REVEAL 


Seeing Jesus of Nazareth as a man 
was not sufficient to enable persons 
to understand, “perceive”, “know”, 
Him as the Son of God (Matt. 11:27). 
Reading the Scriptures alone is not 
enough to enable the heart to under- 
stand. The heart must be illumined 
by the work of the Holy Spirit. 


Paul spoke of people who read the 
Scriptures but could never understand 
them because they refused to accept 
Jesus as the Christ (II Cor. 3:12-16). 
This suggests the phenomenon so no- 
toriously demonstrated in our time of 
men who are expert in reading and 
studying the Bible as literature, who 
never have seen or accepted Jesus 
Christ as Savior and Lord. 


lll. TO RECOGNIZE THAT GOD 
WILL REVEAL THE MEANING OF 
THE BIBLE WHEN THE HEART IS 
WILLING to respond in obedience to 
God. 


Nothing could be clearer than the 
Word of the Lord Jesus, “if any man 
will do His will, he shall know of the 
doctrine” (John 7:17). Apparently 
the prerogative of granting insight in- 
to the truth of the Bible belongs to 
God Himself. It was possible for men 


to walk and to talk with the risen Lord 
Jesus without recognizing who He was 
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(John 20:14-15; Luke 24:16). Even 
the understanding of Jesus as the 
Christ, the Son of God and Savior, 
was not the result of Peter’s human 
association with or observation of 
Jesus of Nazareth, but something giv- 
en to him from God the Father in 
heaven (Matthew 16:17). So it is 
with the meaning of the Bible. 


On one occasion the disciples asked 
the Lord Jesus why He did not speak 
as plainly to the public as He did to 
them in private (Matt. 13:10). The 
answer given by the Lord should be 
soberly pondered by everyone who 
wants to understand the Bible. For 
apparently there is such a thing as 
“hearing they hear not, neither do they 
understand.” Isaiah commented on 
people who “closed their eyes” in re- 
bellion against the Word of God until 
their “heart is waxed gross, and their 
ears are dull of hearing’, “lest at 
any time they should see with their 
eyes, and hear with their ears, and 
should understand with their heart, 





If you are not as close to God as 
you once were, don’t make a mistake 
about which one has moved. 


—Ruth Brunk Stoltzfus 
HER HEART AND HOME, 
Moody. 





and should be converted, and I should 
heal them” (Matt. 13:15 and Isa. 6:9- 
10). This could well be the condition 
noted by Paul in II Cor. 3:13-15. And 
it may point directly to the solemn 
truth implied in II Thess. 2:10-12. 
God is the supreme Judge of the hu- 
man heart: He “resisteth the proud, 
and giveth grace to the humble’. It 
is a comfort to remember that “a 
broken and a contrite heart, O God, 
thou wilt not despise’ (Psalm 51:17). 


IV. TO RECOGNIZE THAT THE 
CLUE TO UNDERSTAND THE BI- 
BLE IS JESUS CHRIST THE SON 
OF GOD. 


Philip was led by the Holy Spirit 
to join the Ethiopian who was reading 
the Bible while riding in his chariot. 
He was reading from the book of the 
prophet Isaiah (Acts 8:27-39). Philip 
asked him the very same question we 
are discussing: ‘“‘Understandeth thou 
what thou readest?” The answer of 
the Ethiopian points directly to the 








real issue: “How can I, except some 
man should guide me?” 


The Ethiopian truly realized he 
needed guidance. He could not yet 
know what John points out in his first 
epistle about the ministry of the Holy 
Spirit in the hearts of believers (I 
John 2:27). For Christians actually 
are not dependent upon human teach- 
ers: “You need not that any man 
teach you” because the Holy Spirit 
has been given to guide us into all 
truth. It is the distinct function of the 
Holy Spirit to show us the “things of 
Jesus Christ”. 


Thus we come in our thinking to the 
root of the whole matter. Under- 
standing the Bible is possible only 
when the portion studied is related to 
the truth in Jesus Christ. This is al- 
together outside the scope of human 
experience or understanding: “Eye 
hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither 
have entered into the heart of man, 
the things which God hath prepared 
for them that love Him. But God hath 
revealed them unto us by His Spirit’ 
(I Cor. 3:9-10). And the human mind 
continues to be blind to such truth as 
long as it continues in its natural pro- 
cesses (I Cor. 3:14). When the heart 
is unwilling to accept Jesus Christ and 
to receive the Holy Spirit, the mind 
can never understand the Bible. Humb- 
ly yielded and willing souls can read 
the Bible with much profit. “The 
entrance of thy Word giveth light.” 
Proud, rebellious, unyielded hearts may 
be “ever learning, and never able to 
come to the knowledge of the truth.” 
Philip has set us all a clear example 
when he “began at the same Scripture, 
and preached unto him Jesus’’. 


A final word: Although it is the 
Holy Spirit alone Who enables us to 
understand the Bible and a yielded 
heart is necessary for the Holy Spirit 
to be heard — in a strange but mar- 
velous way the Bible itself is often 
the means whereby the Holy Spirit 
gains an entrance that He may com- 
mand the heart. In this connection 
we speak of God’s Word as a “means 
of Grace” and the Scripture quoted in 
the last paragraph, “The entrance of 
Thy Word giveth light” (Psa. 119: 
130), suggests the pattern. The Spirit 
uses the Bible to gain entrance, speak- 
ing from God’s Word to convince and 
convict and to produce that state of 
being yielded which leads to the un- 
derstanding of God’s Word. 


on ed we 


Dr. Gutzke is Professor of English 
Bible at Columbia Seminary. 





MAY 18, 1960 














ye 
ler 


agg 


} 


j 
: 


} 











_ Interpreting The Bible 


JOSEPH M. GETTYS, Ph.D. 





In fairness to the Editor of the Presbyterian Journal, let me thank him for 
allowing me to write freely, knowing that at points I do not stand exactly where 


he stands on matters of Bible interpretation. 


He is free to criticize my article 


in this or in subsequent issues of the Journal. Having given me full freedom, 
I shall expect him to evercise the same.—J.M.G. 


To set forth in brief compass one’s 
own principles of interpretation is 
both a satisfying and a frustrating ex- 
perience. The limitations of words 
to convey meanings as well as the 
necessary brevity of an article of this 
sort call for a choice of both content 
and form of expression. Let me sug- 
gest first that while we believe the 
Bible to be our rule of faith and life 
in Presbyterianism (and in most of 
Protestantism), we may modify this 
statement for practical purposes. The 
history of the Church suggests that 
the Bible as we understand it or as 
we misunderstand it becomes for us 
the rule of faith and life. Thus inter- 
pretation of the Bible becomes a sig- 
nificant means of letting God speak 
His eternal Word of redemption to 
sinful men. In my own study, to give 
the Holy Spirit full opportunity to 
speak through the sacred Scriptures, 
I strive to follow some fundamental 
principles of interpretation. Let me 
define five of these principles. 


I. THE BIBLE POSSESSES ITS 
OWN INHERENT AUTHORITY 


One of the great modern theologians 
has recently stated that we display the 
Renaissance rather than the Reforma- 
tion spirit in our time. We judge that 
he means we are concerned with en- 
lightenment and with reason more than 
we are with the authority and message 
of the Bible (which he himself does 
not accept in the strictly Protestant 
sense) and with strong convictions in 
theology. I believe there are many 
exceptions to this general statement, 
but there may be much truth in it. 
Some would seek to promulgate spe- 
cific and rather rigid views concern- 
ing the Bible as a means of protect- 
ing their faith in the Bible. They fear 
critical views and interpretations dif- 
fering with those of the more recent 
past. 


I have a deep and abiding confi- 


dence in the Bible as inspired wheth- 
er or not I can personally determine 
possible sources or human authors. I 
believe that the Bible must be viewed 
from within with the eyes of faith, 
as Paul Minear wrote several years 
ago. I believe that while much light 
may be gained from literary criticism, 
for most preaching and teaching and 
study by the laity in the church, the 
major emphasis should be on the fin- 
ished product in the language of the 
people. This is not to discredit for a 
moment the work of experts, but rath- 
er to use the Bible as I believe God 
intended for it to be used. 


Let me illustrate what I mean. Sup- 
pose a kind hostess brings to a table 
a birthday cake honoring one of the 
guests. Before she cuts it to serve, 
one of the guests insists that this cake 
be taken to the laboratory and prop- 
erly analyzed to determine how much 
flour (coming from what mill and 
from what field) was used, how much 
flavoring, how much sugar, how much 
coloring (all traced to their original 
sources) were used in the making of 
that cake. The analysis might well be 
extended to the proper mode of mix- 
ing and the proper time and tempera- 
ture at which the batter was cooked. 
In due time the guests might receive 
a proper scientific analysis. But in 
the process the cake would have given 
neither enjoyment nor nourishment to 
the hostess or the guests, and that was 
its real purpose. 


I believe that scholars must con- 
tinue to do careful research in literary 
analysis, whether of tracing sources 
or assigning dates or probable au- 
thors. I believe their findings should 
be made available to the Church and 
that these, however widely they may 
differ in conclusions, should be taken 
into account by the interpreter. The 
interpreter should make such use of 
these findings as are consonant with 
his own understanding of the text of 
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the Bible. Advanced students should 
be encouraged to study these findings 
thoroughly, and lay people should not 
have their minds closed to them. How- 
ever, most of the preaching, the teach- 
ing and the study of the Bible should 
center in the text itself, for it is here 
that God speaks His Word of redemp- 
tion to men. 


My confidence in the Bible does not 
rest in a particular theory of inspira- 
tion, even though I believe it is di- 
vinely inspired. It rests in the fact 
that God speaks authoritatively 
through it with a message which is to 
be obeyed in faith. When obeyed in 
faith it authenticates itself to every 
believer. 


Il. THE BIBLE SHOULD BE 
INTERPRETED AGAINST ITS 
HISTORICAL BACKGROUND 


By historical background I mean the 
discovery of all that we can from his- 
tory and archaeology concerning the 
people, the customs, the thought-forms, 
the life of the Hebrew-Christian com- 
munity and the people among whom 
they lived. The study of the Old 
Testament books against the back- 
ground of ancient history, of the 
prophets against the background of 
world history in their respective pe- 
riods, the poetic and wisdom litera- 
ture in the milieu of specific periods 
of history, the Gospels and the New 
Testament letters against the back- 
ground of New Testament life and 
times enables the interpreter to place 
any part of the Bible in its living 
setting. For some books this is very 
difficult, especially the first five books 
of the Old Testament. Some scholars 
choose to stand at a point where they 
believe the various strands, such as 
J, E, D, and P took definite form, 
or at some point where they believe 
the whole of the first five books were 
brought together, perhaps before or 
during the time of Ezra about 450 B.C. 








Bernard Anderson‘s “Understanding 
the Old Testament” is a good illustra- 
tion of where many reverent scholars 
would stand. Other scholars like Os- 
wald T. Allis, Edward J. Young, and 
Cyrus Gordon would seriously ques- 
tion the acceptance of a documentary 
theory such as these strands (J,E,P, 
and D) represent. I do not stand in 
interpretation at a point where each 
of these strands is believed to come 
into existence, but rather with the 
finished product, whatever its sources, 
as expressing the faith of Israel, not 
as expressing mere literary strands or 
historical events. The cake, to use 
my former illustration, is more than 
the ingredients that go into it. God 
speaks through the finished product 
more authoritatively than through any 
proposed parts. The historical events 
serve as the framework for the revela- 
tion of God contained in these books. 
They gain their significance from the 
revelation itself, not from my certain 
knowledge of all of the historical back- 
ground or the literary sources used 
in its composition. 


It is well known that I recommend 
for use such books as John Bright’s 
THE KINGDOM OF GOD and A HIS- 
TORY OF ISRAEL (just published), 
G. Ernest Wright’s BIBLICAL 
ARCHAEOLOGY, Jack Finegan’s 
LIGHT FROM THE ANCIENT PAST 
(preferably the Revised edition), THE 
WESTMINSTER HISTORICAL AT- 
LAS (also Revised edition), THE 
WESTMINSTER BIBLE DICTION- 
ARY (with a preference for Harper’s 
Bible Dictionary) and similar books 
for dealing with historical background. 
Nor should I fail to mention the in- 
creasing number of good commen- 
taries available to English readers, 
both for problems of introduction and 
for interpretation of the text. 


ill. THE BIBLE SHOULD BE 
INTERPRETED IN TERMS OF ITS 
GRAMMATICAL STRUCTURE 


This means that any passage should 
be interpreted in relation to its major 
context. Hebrews 11:1-12:2, to use 
an example, cannot be adequately in- 
terpreted apart from the letter as a 
whole. Having shown how Jesus Christ 
is superior to Angels and to Moses (the 
more excellent Name or Person) in 
1:1-4:13, the inspired writer presents 
Christ as the more excellent High 
Priest in 4:14-7:28, the more excel- 
lent Sacrifice in 8:1-10:18, and as the 
author of the more excellent Faith in 
10:19-13:25. Hebrews 11:1-12:2 is a 
part of this climactic presentation, 


and must be so interpreted to be in- 
terpreted accurately. The same is 
true of any given passage of Scrip- 
ture. This is one reason why I de- 
voted the major part of my writing 
to the study of books of the Bible 
rather than individual topics chosen 
with a “hop, skip and jump” in var- 
ious parts of the Bible. This is not 
to criticize topical study, which has 
many values, but which also has its 
serious limitations unless it is proper- 
ly placed in context. 


The grammatical structure of a pas- 
sage is even more pointed in studying 
any passage in detail. The connec- 
tives in Romans 1:1-7, for instance, 
are both striking and significant, par- 
ticularly in the original Greek. The 
same is true of countless passages of 
Scripture. Whether studying a psalm 
or the Acts or a New Testament let- 
ter, the reader will find grammatical 
structure a great help in understand- 
ing the Bible. So also will a minister 
who desires to develop good outlines 
for sermons. 


I have also found the study of words 
or terms helpful. Ministers were prob- 
ably introduced to Kittel’s WORD 
STUDIES while in the seminary. 
Among the popular word studies I 
would mention Alan Richardson’s A 
THEOLOGICAL WORD BOOK OF 
THE BIBLE, and William Barclay’s 
A NEW TESTAMENT WORD BOOK 
and MORE NEW TESTAMENT 
WORDS. The better understanding 
of key words brings us closer to the 
meaning of the original Hebrew and 
Greek. This may be supplemented 
through the use of different transla- 
tions of the Bible. These often throw 
shades of meaning on words and terms. 
They are not an adequate substitute 
for the minister’s use of the original 
languages. Ministers may find studies 
contained in “Interpretation”, a quar- 
terly published by Union Theological 
Seminary in Richmond, Va., very help- 
ful. 


In this connection let me suggest 
that the form as well as the language 
of the Bible is significant for me as an 
interpreter. Many passages are clear- 
ly parable in form. Others are ser- 
monic, others poetic, others argumen- 
tative, and still others highly figura- 
tive. I have never attempted to make 
everything in the Bible strictly literal. 
To do so may mean to miss the sense. 
At the same time I do not attempt 
to discredit that which purports to be 
historical. Nelson Glueck testifies 
that he has learned to trust the his- 
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torical references of the Bible, and 
that this trust has led him to the dis- 
covery of many ancient Biblical sites. 
I believe there is a historical core in 
what most scholars regard as the para- 
bolic story of the Fall, for instance. in 
Genesis 3. I cannot illustrate this 
point further at this time, but use it 
as an example of my confidence in 
the Bible. Common sense in interpre- 
tation leads us to use form as well as 
words in interpreting the Bible. 


IV. THE BIBLE MUST BE 
INTERPRETED WITHIN THE 
FRAMEWORK OF ITS 
THEOLOGICAL MESSAGE 


Like any other person who inter- 
prets the Scriptures, I must acknowl- 
edge my debt to many who have il- 
luminated its pages with their insight. 
I think at once of commentators with- 
out whose work my understanding 
would be limited indeed. Even though 
my first, last, and repeated study is 
in the text itself, men like Wright 
and Filson, Donald and John Baillie, 
Archibald Hunter and Alan Richard- 
son, Karl Barth and Emil Brunner 
have pointed the way to a clearer un- 
derstanding of Biblical themes and 
doctrines. Those more nearly in the 
philosophic tradition in theology who 
have dealt with Biblical ideas and 
themes, such as Reinhold and Richard 
Niebuhr and Paul Tillich (none of 
whom would ever count me as a dis- 
ciple), have likewise challenged my 
thinking and enriched it as I have 
sought to broaden my understanding 
of the message of the Bible. 


Having recognized my debt to oth- 
ers, let me state frankly that my inter- 
pretation stands clearly within the 
faith I find in the Bible, not outside of 
its pages. I do not believe that I 
have to do something to the Bible in 
re-arrangement before I begin to in- 
terpret it. I believe we must let it 
speak its message of repentance and 
faith to sinful men without getting it 
cluttered up with too many theories 
dictated either by critical views or 
special views in theology. I believe 
the Bible should judge theology, rath- 
er than have theology sit in judgment 
on the Bible, or forcing the Bible in- 
to a given theology. That there will 
be interaction between the two I will 
not for a moment deny. I have a the- 
ology about the Bible and its message. 
So does every other interpreter. Yet 
I consciously stand within the frame- 
work of the Bible, deliberately but 
not blindly, reverently but not entire- 

(Cont. on p. 19, Col. 2) 
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j Christianity is the religion of a book. 















The dictum of Chillingworth says it 
well: “The Bible, the whole Bible, and 
nothing but the Bible is the religion 
of Protestants.” 


A great weakness among our church 
members is their ignorance of the Bi- 
ble. W. B. J. Martin tells of the two 
Presbyterian elders who had never 
heard a sermon on the doctrine of 
election and had not the faintest no- 
tion of what it was. They expressed 
“resentment at the lack of instruction 
from the pulpit; each felt that preach- 
ers took too much for granted, and 
tended to exhort and ‘inspire’ rather 
than to teach the fundamentals of 
the faith.” A Methodist minister tells 
of a simple Bible quiz he gave his con- 
gregation and of the appallingly low 
scores on a series of identification 
questions on names and phrases, such 
as Amos, Samaritans, Calvary, Elijah, 
Pentecost, Gethsemane, the Exodus, 
the Gospels. More than 60% of the 
papers scored within the range 0-45. 


Church folk know neither Bible doc- 
trine nor Bible content. When asked 
why they do not read their Bibles, 
they reply variously: 


The day is too full, the pace of 
life too fast. 


Church services are sufficient to 
sustain spiritual life. 


Parts of the Bible are hard to 
understand. 


The Bible is such a big Book. 


The language of Scripture is un- 
familiar. 


Bible terms and ideas seem re- 
mote from life. 


Nobody told me it was important 
to read the Bible daily. 


READING THE BIBLE 


The first need is, then, to get Chris- 
tians to read their Bibles. It is my 
own practice as a year is ending to 
challenge my congregation to read the 
Bible through with me during the com- 
ing twelve months. For 36 consecu- 
tive years I have followed this method 


THE CHRISTIAN AND HIS BIBLE 


ROBERT STRONG, S.T.D. 


of Bible reading, and I am sure of 
its value. Hundreds respond to the 
appeal and accept the Moody Institute 
reading schedule by which they keep 
a check on their progress. Those who 
will not commit themselves to read the 
Bible through are asked at least to 
read a chapter of the New Testament 
each day. 


A reading plan systematically fol- 
lowed will give a grasp of the story 
the Bible tells. It will expose one to 
the full range of noble thoughts su- 
perbly expressed that a Christian owes 
it to himself to savor. Coleridge lends 
assistance here when he testifies, “Af- 
ter reading Isaiah, or the Epistle to 
the Hebrews, Homer and Virgil are 
disgustingly tame to me, and Milton 
himself barely tolerable.” 


The Bible is, of course, more than 
history and more than literature. If 
it is of high importance to know the 
story it has to relate and of rich bene- 
fit to see its literary quality, much 
more essential is it to absorb the Bi- 
ble’s message. Every day in the read- 
ing let the questions be asked, What 
are the teachings of these chapters? 
What is disclosed here about God and 
His will? 


INTERPRETING THE BIBLE 


Always it should be kept in mind 
that the Bible as God’s Word is a 
self-consistant Book. It sets forth a 
system of doctrine. Therefore inter- 
pret Scripture by Scripture, recogniz- 
ing that there is a progressive unfold- 
ing of the truth (“line upon line, pre- 
cept upon precept” so to say) and 
that on any subject the total witness 
of Scripture gives us the mind of God 
on the matter. E. J. Carnell is helpful 
in his statement of the recognized 
principles that should govern our 
handling of Bible passages so as to 
get a proper conception of the system 
of doctrine: 


1.) The New Testament interprets 
the Old Testament. 


2.) The Epistles interpret the Gos- 
pels. 
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3.) Systematic passages (e.g. Ro- 
mans and Galatians) interpret 
the incidental. 


4.) Universal passages interpret the 
local, that is, the principles of 
Scripture show us how to under- 
stand local ceremonies. Jesus, 
for example, was teaching love 
and humility when He washed 
the disciples’ feet. 


5.) Didactic passages, that is, pas- 
sages of plain teaching, inter- 
pret the symbolic. As an illus- 
tration, the Epistles guide to an 
understanding of the Book of 


Revelation, not vice versa. 


GRASPING THE DOCTRINAL 
SYSTEM 


Nothing is more rewarding than to 
be able to relate the parts of Scripture 
to each other and so to grasp the the- 
ology of the Bible. The Westminster 
Confession of Faith is a marvelous aid 
in this. Daily reading of Scripture 
could well be supplemented by daily 
reading of the Confession with atten- 
tion to its proof texts. That way the 
Christian will know why he believes 
in the sole authority and the suf- 
ficiency of Scripture, why he is a 
trinitarian, why he holds Jesus Christ 
to be the God-Man, why we say 
that on the cross Christ satisfied Di- 
vine justice by the sacrifice of Him- 
self in our place and reconciled us to 
God, why justification by faith is the 
central doctrine of Protestantism, why 
the five points of Calvinism (TULIP 
— total depravity, unconditional elec- 
tion, limited design of the atonement, 
irresistible grace, perseverance of the 
saints) are important, why the indwell- 
ing Holy Spirit is to be taken into 
practical account, why the future 
world has only two divisions — Heav- 
en and Hell, why the return of Christ 
is certain to occur as the consumma- 
tion of history. 


HELPED BY THE HOLY SPIRIT 


Always it is to be remembered that 
the Holy Spirit presided over the in- 
scripturation of God’s special revela- 


(Cont. on p. 19, Col. 1) 





Understanding the Bible 


There are three (3) relationships 
possible with respect to the Bible. 
These relationships must be distin- 
guished before the problem of under- 
standing the Bible itself can be faced 
realistically. 


The first relationship towards the 
Bible is that of the unbeliever. An un- 
believer’s understanding of the Bible 
is invariably distorted especially in 
matters pertaining to the “offense” 
of the Cross. God’s ways are inevita- 


bly “foolishness” to unbelievers. Jesus 
spoke of those who “seeing do not see 
and hearing do not hear.’”’ There were 
some on the day of Pentecost who 
listened to the disciples and heard of 
“the wonderful works of God.” There 
were others who also listened but who 
heard only the babbling of men they 
supposed to be drunk. The difference 
was a subjective one—within the in- 
dividual person. 


The Incarnation and Atonement of 
Christ, the Resurrection and Coming 





EDIJORTALS 


How Well Do You 
Know Your Bible? 


(Not long ago the following Bible 
Quizz was given to several representa- 
tive groups within the Presbyterian 
U. S. church. ’ The answers, each time, 
generally followed the pattern reflect- 
ed in the table below. In the instance 
reported here, the persons taking the 
quizz were mature adults, gathered for 
a church conference. A total of 107 
persons took the test. Over 75 con- 
gregations were represented:) 


1. Which of the disciples had been 
a tax-collector? (31 missed the 
answer) 


2. Who was the father of Joseph 
and his brethren? (43 missed 
the answer) 


3. In which Bible book are the Ten 
Commandments found? (26 
missed the answer) 


4. Which book of the Bible records 
the history of the early Christian 
Church following the ascension of 
Jesus? (42 missed the answer) 


5. Who was the famous wise man of 
the Old Testament? (42 missed 
the answer) 

6. Name any one of the parables of 

Jesus. (26 could not) 

. Who wrote 13 New Testament 

books? (30 did not know) 

8. What is the first book of the 
New Testament? (6 missed the 


answer ) 
9. Complete the verse: “The fear 
of the Lord is ” (63 could 


not do it) 


Again, Election, Regeneration, the 

Holy Spirit — all these subjects are 

10. Who betrayed Jesus? (4 did not 
know) 

11. Who built the ark? (3 did not 
know) 

12. What man was struck dead for 
lying to Peter? (68 missed the 
answer) 

13. What is the last book of the Old 
Testament? (51 missed the an- 
swer) 

14. Complete the verse: “Judge not, 
that ye ” (19 could 
not do it) 


Mind you, these were not people 
picked at random from the street. They 
were Presbyterians. A very large pro- 
portion were leaders of Presbyterians. 


We believe that the above results 
may indicate a number of things. To us 
they indicate, 1) That we no longer 
consider a knowledge of the Bible im- 
portant to the successful practice of 
our religion; and, 2) That we are no 
longer teaching Bible content to the 
members of our churches, at whatever 
level, to the extent necessary. 


We seem to have passed from the time 
when the content of the Bible was im- 
portant in the Christian educational 
process, to the time when the Bible is 
preserved as a sort of guide or stan- 
dard against which the subject matter 
of our teaching and preaching must be 
measured. But there’s a difference 
between teaching the content of a cer- 
tain book and using that book simply 
as a guide to measure the content of 
what we teach. Presbyterians seem to 
be doing too much of the latter. 
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given natural, rational explanations by 
unbelievers because they simply can- 
not understand the super-natural, 
spiritual things of God. 


When you meet someone — minister 
or layman — who approaches the Bi- 
ble as he would any other book, re- 
member that you are probably deal- 
ing with an unbeliever. When he con- 
tends for radical interpretations of 
the Bible it is because he cannot see 
or understand the “deep things of the 


Spirit” for, as the Bible says, the 
things of God “are spiritually dis- 
cerned’”’. Such people are enormously 


daring when they undertake to preach 
or teach as spokesmen for the Al- 
mighty God. Pray for them. Per- 
haps, as Paul the persecutor, they may 
obtain mercy because they do it in 
unbelief. 


The second relationship is that of 
the potential believer. For some peo- 
ple the Bible is not so much a book 
to be understood as it is God’s Word 
of conviction and of salvation — the 
Sword of the Holy Spirit laying bare 
the secret things of the heart and lead- 
ing to Isaiah’s experience after he had 
tasted the Word: “Woe is me for I 
am undone!” 


In other words, for some the Bible is 
primarily a means to convict of sin 
and to bring conversion. Such persons 
may read Philippians or Galatians with 
a total lack of understanding but the 
Gospel of John or the Book of Acts 
produce strange heart-burnings, dis- 
quieting soul-stirrings and, finally, the 
glorious brillance of a transforming 
knowledge of the Lord Jesus Himself. 


The third relationship is that of the 
believer. Properly speaking, he is the 
only one of the three mentioned who 
can approach God’s Word with any 
hope of really understanding ae 
him profound passages sometimes 
speak out with startling clarity in a 








manner that even he finds hard to ex- | 


plain. The ways of God which the 
world counts foolishness he accepts 
with deep feelings of spiritual content- 
ment. The promises of prophecy, 
especially as these relate to the future 
life, bring feelings of warm anticipa- 
tion. Thoughts of the Holy Spirit, of 
the Lord Jesus, of worship and even 
of suffering are often inexpressibly 
sweet. 


Understanding the Bible presupposes 
a sort of disposition, one grow- 
ing out of a personal acquaintance 
with Him Whose Word it actually is. 
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| A Layman And His Church 


THE PEW LOOKS AT THE PULPIT 
Reprinted from CHRISTIANITY TODAY 


That the pew should look at, and 
listen to, the pulpit with an appraising 
eye and an evaluating ear is only 
right. No minister would desire an 
audience so docile and wooden as to 
stolidly take all that might be 
preached without a critical analysis of 
the message. The Apostle Paul had the 
stimulating experience at Berea of his 
hearers searching the Scriptures daily 
to see whether he was preaching the 
truth. A large number of spiritual 
descendants of the Berean Christians 
could prove a blessing to both pew 
and pulpit today. 


It is Sunday morning and we sit in 
the sanctuary, quiet and restful. It 
may be an atmosphere of severe sim- 
plicity or of cathedral-like beauty. The 
setting is of minor importance for 
no aesthetic or worshipful atmosphere 
ean, of itself, supply the spiritual 
needs of mankind. 


Who is sitting in the pews? Men 
and women, a cross-section of the com- 
plex and cosmopolitan world of which 
we are a part. Some are in financial 
straits, others more fortunate. Some 
with social and educational advant- 
ages, others lacking both. Here may 
be people with skins of varying col- 
ors. None of these differences are of 
eternal import, for there are only two 
kinds of people in the pews this morn- 
ing; those having a saving relation- 
ship with Jesus Christ and those who 
do not. 


But, can our complicated lives be 
so easily catalogued? Do not men 
and women have multiplied problems? 
Do not Christians represent varied 
stages of development in Christian 
faith and living? Do not these obvious 
variants demand of the pulpit an eru- 
dite and all-encompassing concept of 
the Christian ministry and its message? 


There are those in the pew who 
today feel that the tendency in preach- 
ing has been towards complicating 
rather than simplifying the Gospel 
message, dealing with the fringe re- 
sults of sin in disordered lives, rather 
than with the basic need of the hu- 
man heart. Some would designate it 
as an attempt to treat symptoms rath- 
er than the disease which causes the 
symptoms. 


The average layman wants and needs 
Biblical teaching. He needs a dynamic 
for daily living, not an ethic little 
greater than his own highest aspira- 
tions. He needs not so much to be 
told what to do as to be told where 
he can get the power to do the thing 
he knows to be right. 


Returning to the composition of that 
Sunday morning congregation, made 
up of only two kinds of people, the re- 
deemed and the un-redeemed, is it not 
true that hundreds of sermons are 
wasted in part, because they are tell- 


ing non-Christians how to act like 
Christians? 
To even imply that all sermons 


should be directed to those who need 
to be converted would be mere foolish- 
ness. Much of a minister’s work must, 
of necessity, center in developing 
Christians in their knowledge of Chris- 
tian truth and in living as Christians 
should live. But, as he thinks back 
to his admission into church member- 
ship, the average layman knows that 
there was no conversion experience 
with Christ. In fact, only too often 
it was a cold and impersonal invitation 
to “join the church’, nothing more. 


Now, sitting quietly in the pew, 
what is the message he hears? What 
is the content of that message? What 
is the for the sermon? Some 
who listen may be impressed by ora- 
tory, by impeccable pulpit manners, 
by obvious scholarship, by a clear fa- 
miliarity with world affairs. But, the 
average member of any congregation 
has a soul hunger, a hunger which 
needs bread, not a stone, not even a 
glittering homiletical stone. 


basis 


It is axiomatic and should not need 
stating that human wisdom can never 
compensate for the things of God. 
The simple affirmations of the Scrip- 
tures carry with them an authority, 
a power, and a transforming quality 
which attest their divine origin. When 
preaching is saturated with and cen- 
tered in these affirmations, men’s 
souls are fed. When such a source of 
wisdom is ignored, people go away 
hungry. 


There are many kinds of preaching 
— topical, doctrinal, expository, etc., 
etc., and all are needed. But, preach- 
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ing is real preaching only as it is 
centered in the divine revelation which 
is the Word of God. 


Paul stated a profound truth when 
he called the Scriptures the Sword of 
the Spirit. It is still quick and power- 
ful; it still convicts and convinces; it 
still lays bare the inmost secrets of 
the human heart; it still shows to 
man not only how to live but it also 
tells him how he can die and live for- 
ever. 


Too many people in the pew have 
given their ministers a feeling of false 
security. There are those who would 
gush over the preacher if he got up 
and repeated a nursery rhyme in 
pleasing tone and with soft modula- 
tion. There are others who criticize 
their pastor, no matter how well he 
preaches or how faithfully he may 
serve them. 


Over against these two extremes is 
that great majority who sit and take 
whatever is given them, either rejoic- 
ing, or suffering in silence. 


The layman has a right to expect 
certain things from the pulpit. We 
would suggest five of these; 


a. Simplicity. He is not trained in 
theological terms, nor. should 
such be necessary. Even the 
most profound doctrines can be 
presented in ways the layman 
can understand. But beyond 
this, the simplicity of the Gospel 
message should never be forgot- 
ten. 


b. Authority. Our Christianity is 
not a religion based on the au- 
thoritarian concept, but all recog- 
nize that the Christian message 
has a basis in authority of the 
Seriptures, of the Holy Spirit, 
of experience. Without such au- 
thority, there is something lack- 
ing which the pew seems to sense. 
Man needs the authority derived 
from God Himself and from His 
revealed truth and actions in the 
hearts and lives of men. “Thus 
saith the Lord” still impresses 
the hearer more than the opinions 
of men, no matter how profound 
such may be. 


ec. Power. Power in preaching de- 
pends on the presence of the 
Holy Spirit in the preparation 
and delivering of the sermon. 
When it is there there is repeat- 
ed the experience of the men on 
the Emmaeus Road; “Did not our 


(Cont. on p. 18, Col. 1) 














“OUR COMPLETE DEPARTMENT STORES ARE 


HAPPY AND PRIVILEGED TO SERVE YOU IN 
THE FINEST SOUTHERN TRADITION OF 


QUALITY 


SOUTH CAROLINA 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Greenville S. C. 


J. A. Ellison Mor.-Prop. 


Belk-Simpson-Plaza Store 
Greenville S. C. 


A. M. Smith, Mgr.-Prop. 


The Dollar Store 
Greenville S. C. 


R. P. Crumley, Mar.-Prop. 


Belk’'s Department Store 
Lancaster S. C. 


B. L. Plyler, Mar.-Prop. 


Belk’s Department Store 
Clinton, S. C. 


D. B. Smith, Mor.-Prop 


Belk’s Department Store 
Camden, S. C. 


J. A. Hagins, Mor.-Prop. 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Darlington, S. C. 


J. H. Lyles, Mor -Prop. 
Belk’'s Department Store 
Laurens, S. C. 

J. T. Holmes, Mar.-Prop. 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Abbeville, S. C. 


J. S. Hagins, Mor.-Prop. 
Belk-Hagins Co. 
Kershaw, S. C. 
C. E. Hinson, Mar.-Prop. 


COURTESY 


Efird’s Dept. Store 
Clinton, S. C. 
W. L. Hubbard, Mar. 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Beaufort, S. C. 


L. A. Reeves, Mar.-Prop. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 


Fountain Inn, S. C. 


E. J. Copeland, Mar.-Prop. 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Woodruff, S. C. 


F. B. Hagins, Mar.-Prop. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 

Honea Path, S. C. 

T. R. Martin, Mor.-Prop. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
Manning, S. C. 

W. M. Gettys, Jr., Prop. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
Whitmire, S. C. 

Jack Gilliland, Mor.-Prop. 


NORTH CAROLINA 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Hendersonville, N. C. 


R. E. McCormick, Mar.-Prop. 


Belk’s Department Store 
Brevard, N. C. 


J. E. Smith, Mor.-Prop. 
KENTUCKY 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Harlan, Ky. 


Delmar Tolliver, Mar.-Prop. 


HONEST VALUES” 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Corbin, Ky. 
W. C. Ashley, Mar.-Prop. 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Winchester, Ky. 


T. L. Beckham, Mar.-Prop. 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Mt. Sterling, Ky. 


Willoughby Smith, Mar.-Prop. 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Frankfort, Ky. 


Everett C. Huggins, Mar.-Prop. 


GEORGIA 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Bainbridge, Ga. 


J. N. Long, Mar.-Prop. 


ARKANSAS 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Paragould, Ark. 


W. H. Wade, Mar.-Prop. 


OHIO 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Athens, Ohio 


Joe Kelly, Mar.-Prop. 


MISSOURI 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Carthage, Mo. 
J. A. McCaskill, Mar.-Prop. 


Born With The Old South — Growing With The New 





Listen to Our Program Over WMIT-FM 








PAGE 12 / THE PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL / MAY 18, 1960 









Lo ak nah seers <> 


— awe 














Le Dasani 


= = 











CSS 


LESSON FOR MAY 29, 1960 


Treasures In Heaven 


Bible Material: Matthew 6:19-34; Luke 12:13-34 


Devotional Reading: I Timothy 6:6-19 

It is not a sin to be rich, to have treasures on earth. 
Job was a rich man and yet he was a good man on 
earth. Abraham was exceedingly wealthy, and yet he 
was a friend of God and walked with God. All of us 
know of rich people who are good people. 


‘There are three things which makes wealth sinful. 
First, if we get our wealth in the wrong way; second, 


if we put it in the wrong place; and third, if we use 
it in the wrong way. 


A man can become rich by robbing his fellowmen, 
or cheating them, or oppressing them. Some men have 
gotten their money by using wrong methods. There 
are others who have inherited wealth: Isaac was rich 
because Abraham left him most of his property. Some 
have worked hard and saved what they made. Others 
have made wise investments or have used the business 
talents God gave them. Let all who are rich remember 
that it is God Who gave them the opportunity or 
ability to make money. 


A man may not only get his money in the wrong 
way; he can put it in the wrong place; he can make 
an idol out of it. He can let it become his master, 
and not his servant. He can be covetous and covet- 
ousness is idolatry. Money is a terrible master, but 
it is a splendid servant. It can go where we cannot 
go and be a blessing to some poor person we have never 
seen. Abraham never put anything in the place of 
God, not even his son, Isaac, whom he loved more than 
he loved his other earthly possessions. It is the love 
of money, not money in itself, that is a root of all 
kinds of evil. 


A man may also use his money in the wrong way. 
There are some who waste their substance in sinful 
living. There are those who spend their money self- 
ishly. Then there are those who realize that they 
are God’s stewards and spend their money wisely, giv- 
ing to others in need, and seeking to use what they 
have for the glory of God and the blessing of humanity. 
A good steward should be honest, and wise, and faith- 
ful and diligent. 


No, it is not sinful to have earthly treasures, if we 
have gotten them in the right way, if we put them 
in the proper place, and if we use them as good 
stewards of the manifold grace of God. But treasures 
in heaven are far more important and we want to dwell 
mostly on these. Using both the Bible material and 
the Devotional Reading, our lesson may be divided as 
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follows: _I. The Dangers of Earthly Treasures: II. The 
Disappointments of Earthly Treasures; and_ III. 
The Durability of Heavenly Treasures. 


I. The Dangers of Earthly Treasures, as shown by 
Christ and Paul. Paul writes in I Timothy 6:9, “But 
they that will be rich fall into temptations and a snare, 
and into many foolish and hurtful lusts, which drown 
men in destruction and perdition. For the love of 
money is the root of all evil; which while some coveted 
after, they have erred from the faith, and pierced them- 
selves through with many sorrows”. Jesus said it was 
very hard for a rich man to enter the kingdom of 
heaven, only possible through the grace of God. Paul 
Says again in verse 17, “Charge them that are rich in 
this world, that they be not highminded, nor trust in 
uncertain riches, but in the living God, who giveth us 
richly all things to enjoy”. In these words of Paul 
we see plainly that there are dangers and temptations 
and snares for a man who is wealthy. It may lead to 
sinful living; it may make him proud; it may lead him 
to trust his money instead of trusting God. I feel sure 
that earthly treasures would probably do most of us 
harm instead of good. We may dream about all the 
good we would do, if we had money in abundance, but 
would we carry out our dreams if we had it? Remem- 
ber that the love of money leads to many sins. 


In the selection from Matthew Christ tells us that 
we cannot serve two masters, God and the power of 
money at the same time. The danger of wealth is that 
those who have money will allow it to become their 
master. When this happens we become abject slaves. 
As long as God is in control we can safely be rich, but 
if money, or the love of money gets control we are 
ruined: “The light of the body is the eye; if therefore 
thine eye be single, thy whole body shall be full of 
light”. As long as God is our one Master, we will love 
light, but if our eye be evil, our whole body shall be 
full of darkness. A silver dollar held close enough to 
the eye can shut out the light. When our money 
comes between us and God, then we live in the dark. 


The Lord Jesus also tells us that we should not 
worry, be anxious, about what we shall eat or drink 
or wear, for the life is more than meat and the body 
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more than raiment. The man who puts first things 
first, does not worry about minor matters. When we 
seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness, 
all other things shall be added unto us. We are not 
to be lazy or indifferent, but we are not to worry. The 
man who is seeking to be rich will naturally be overly 
anxious. 


In the selection from Luke 12:13-34, Jesus warns 
against covetousness. The rich are tempted along this 
line. He tells the story of the rich, but foolish, farmer 
who pulled down his barns and built greater in 
order to have a place to store his goods. He im- 
agined that all these things belonged to him, but he 
found out his mistake when called to meet God. He 
forgot that he was but a steward entrusted with his 
Master’s goods. One danger of wealth is just here — 
we forget God and our souls and think only of our 
possessions. We get so busy making money that we 
think of nothing else. 


II. The Disappointments of Earthly ‘Treasures. 


These are brought out in all of the selections. Notice 
first what Paul says in the passage which is our De- 
votional Reading: “For we brought nothing into this 
world, and it is certain we can carry nothing out.” It 
is said of a certain rich monarch that he ordered that 
he be buried with hands outside the coffin in order 
that all could see they were empty. We can take none 
of our money, or stocks or bonds, or lands or houses 
with us. “How much did he leave?” was asked at a 
rich man’s funeral. “He left it all’, someone replied. 
No matter how large our bank account may be we will 
have to let others write the checks. We heap together 
treasure and then have to leave it behind us. 


Then, earthly treasures can never satisfy the soul of 
man. A man’s life does not consist in the abundance 
of things which he possesséth. All of us have seen chil- 
dren with so many toys that they do not know what 
to do with them. They are discontented and dissatis- 
fied. This is the way with many spoiled men and wom- 
en. We have our radios and our television, and our 
automobiles and a thousand other things, and yet we 
are discontented and unhappy. The abundance of 
things does not make a man either great or good or 


happy. 


Some of the world’s greatest men had few “things” 
to bother them. John the Baptist had about as few 
as any man and yet Jesus said that none greater than 
John had lived. Jesus was so poor that He had neither 
home or money and we all realize that He is the great- 
est and His Name above every other name. It takes 
more than things — no matter how many or how 
costly, to make life worth while. 


Our earthly treasures may be taken trom us so easily. 
Many men in the United States were reduced from 
wealth to poverty in a few hours back during the de- 
pression. Jesus says in Matthew, “Lay not up for your- 
selves treasures upon earth, where moth and rust doth 
corrupt and thieves break through and steal”. Riches 
take wings and fly away. There is no absolutely safe 
place where we can store them, even in fireproof and 
burglar-proof banks, for disaster may come and we may 





lose what we have. It does not pay to set our hearts 
on earthly treasures. 


II. The Durability of Heavenly Treasures: “But 
lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither 
moth nor rust doth corrupt and where thieves do not 
break through and steal” (Matt. 6:20). We cannot 
ship our gold to heaven. What sort of treasure can 
we store up there? 


1. We can build a good character, a good life. Paul 
tells us that there are two kinds of material we can use 
in building. We can build with wood and hay and 
stubble, or we can build with gold and silver and 
precious stones. A Korean shack made of mud and 
wood and wire is a very different structure from a sky- 
scraper made of steel and brick. But the character 
within may be superior. And we take our characters 
with us. What are we using to build them with? 
Paul says in I Timothy 6:11, “But thou, O man of 
God, flee these things: and follow after righteousness, 
godliness, faith, love, patience, meekness”. We can 
take all of these with us when we leave this world. Let 
us look at two rich men in the Bible: Lot and Abra- 
ham. Lot had very little to take with him. He was 
saved so as by fire. Abraham had a noble character 
and a name which all of us honor even to this day. 
Abraham took his wealth of soul with him. 


2. We can do good with our money: “Charge them 


that are rich . . . that they do good, that they be rich 
in good works, ready to distribute, willing to communi- 
cate: laying up in store for themselves a good founda- 
tion against the time to come, that they may lay hold on 
eternal life’. In Matthew 25 Jesus tells us, “I was an 
hungered, and ye gave me meat: I was thirsty, and ye 
gave me drink: I was a stranger, and ye took me in; 
naked, and ye clothed me: I was sick and ye visited 
me: I was in prison and ye came unto me... Inasmuch 
as ye have done it unto one of the least of these my 
brethren, ye have done it unto me”. Yes, we can be 
rich in good works and this sort of wealth can be trans- 
ferred to heaven. We can be rich in good works wheth- 
er we have any money or not. 


3. We can win souls for Christ, and every soul is 
worth more than all this world. “He that is wise win- 
neth souls”, and “He that winneth souls is wise”; read 
it either way and it is true. “They that turn many to 
righteousness shall shine as the stars forever and ever.” 
Do you want to shine as a star forever and ever? Then 
win souls for Christ. They will be the richest part of 
your heavenly treasures. 


Remember all of us can be rich in this way: all can 
have heavenly treasure. 
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YOUTH PROGRAM FOR MAY 29, 1960 


Personal 


Scripture—Philemon 
Suggested Hymns— 

“Blessed Assurance” 

“Love Lifted Me” 

“More Holiness Give Me” 


Program Leader’s Introduction: 


The book of Philemon is a purely personal letter. 
It teaches no particular doctrine, and it contains no 
general exhortation as is the case with other New 
Testament letters. It is simply a personal letter from 
one Christian to another about a third. Although 
it contains no specific teaching or exhorting, it is a 
splendid example of applied Christianity. 


It is thought that Paul wrote this letter during the 
early part of his Roman imprisonment. Philemon was 
undoubtedly a wealthy Christian. It is most likely 
that he was a citizen of Colosse, because the Archippus 
who is greeted in the salutation is also mentioned in 
the letter to the Colossians. Onesimus, of course, was 
a slave who belonged to Philemon, but who had run 
away. Onesimus had come into contact with Paul in 
Rome, and had become a Christian. Paul insisted that 
Onesimus should return to his master, and this short 
book of the New Testament is the personal message 
which Paul sent to Philemon urging him to receive the 
run-away kindly. 


The first three verses make up the formal greeting. 
Here Paul identifies himself as the writer, mentions 
Timothy as his associate, recognizes Philemon and his 
companions, and sends them greetings. In the second 
part of the letter, verses 4 through 7, there is a state- 
ment of thanksgiving for the fine character and com- 
mendable work of Philemon. Verses 18-22 constitute 
the main body of the letter, in which Paul makes his 
request to Philemon in behalf of Onesimus. In the 
concluding three verses greetings are sent from Paul’s 
other companions, and the blessing of Christ is pro- 
nounced on Philemon’s spirit. 


One of the most interesting aspects of this letter is 
the quiet evidence it gives of the transforming power 
of Christ in the lives of three men. 


First Speaker: 


We are all aware of the wonderful way in which 
Paul's life was changed by Christ. II Cor. 5:17 could 
well be his personal testimony: “If any man be in 
Christ, he is a new creature: old things are passed away; 


JOUSA WORK 
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behold, all things are become new.” Here in the letter 


to Philemon there are three evidences of the changed 
Paul. 


In the first place, Christ gave him victory over his 
persecutions. He did not look on his imprisonment 
as a terrible calamity to be complained about all the 
time. He referred to himself (vss. 1,9) as the “prisoner 
of Jesus Christ”. Rather than thinking of his bondage 
as something terrible that had happened to him, he 
thought of it as something he could do for Christ. Paul 
was a glad and willing prisoner for the sake of Christ, 
not a sullen, bitter victim of Jewish hatred and Roman 
cruelty. He could have had this attitude, if Christ had 
not already made a great change in him. 


As an apostle and an honored leader in the Church 
Paul had a right to order Philemon to do what was 
right toward Onesimus, but he did not use that right. 
He wanted Philemon to receive Onesimus willingly. 
He did not issue a command as a superior, but he made 
a request as a friend (Read vss. 8 and 14.) Because 
he was a Christian, Paul’s love for Philemon took 
precedence over his authority. 


One of the strongest forces in the life of a person is 
personal desire. It takes a genuine transformation to 
enable a person to overcome his own desires. Paul 
truly desired to keep Onesimus with him in Rome. 
(Read vss. 13 and 14.) This strong personal desire 
had to take second place to his sense of duty and love. 
Paul put the right of Philemon and the obligation of 
Onesimus before his own desire, and he did this be- 
cause Christ had transformed his life. 


Second Speaker: 


The person involved in this letter whose life was 
most noticeably changed was Onesimus. In verse 11 
Paul states that Onesimus was changed from being “un- 
profitable” to being “profitable”. In the original Greek 
there is a play on words in this statement which we 
miss in English. The word “Onesimus” means “profit- 
able”, but when Onesimus ran away he became untrue 
to his name because he was no longer profitable to his 
master. When he became a Christian, he helped Paul, 
and so became profitable to him. When Christ came 
into his life he also recognized his obligation to his 
master whom he had wronged, and he determined to 
return to Philemon and give the service that he was 
due to give. Christ changed him from being unprofit- 
able to all to a condition of being useful to both Paul 
and Philemon. He became true to his name. 


Onesimus was also changed from being a fugitive and 
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a cheat to an honest man. He ran away from his re- 
sponsibility, but when he became a Christian, he was 
willing to do his duty even though it meant giving up 
his freedom and going back into a life of slavery. 


Onesimus was also changed by Christ from a slave 
toa brother. (See vs. 16.) Before he became a Chris- 
tian, his relation to Philemon was that of a slave. 
When both he and Philemon became Christians, a new 
spiritual relationship was established between them: 
they became brothers in Christ. Onesimus still had 
an obligation to render service to his master, but their 
primary relationship was that of brothers, and this was 
because Christ had changed both of them. 


Third Speaker: 


Does it not seem strange that a prisoner should be 
claiming spiritual authority over a man who was as 
obviously rich and important as Philemon? (Read vs. 
8). How could Philemon have been indebted to Paul? 
(Read vs. 19). Philemon owed respect to Paul be- 
cause he had become a Christian through Paul’s min- 
istry, and because Paul was his spiritual teacher and 





a slave to a brother, Philemon was changed from 
master to brother. (Read vs. 16). The new brother 
relationship superceded the master-slave relationship. 


Paul had great confidence in Philemon because he 
was a Christian. Any honorable slave owner could 
have been expected to be just in his dealings with a 
runaway slave. The codes of justice in those days pro- 
vided severe punishment for fugitive slaves who were 
caught and returned to their masters. Paul is con- 
fident (see vs. 21), that Philemon will go beyond 
mere justice in his reception of Onesimus. He is per- 
suaded that Philemon will show brotherly love and 
mercy, and he expects this because he knows that Phi- 
lemon has experienced the love and mercy of Christ in 
his own life. 


Program Leader: 


Christ still brings about the same wonderful trans- 
formations in the lives of people today that we have 
seen in the lives of these three men. (Ask the young 
people to cite examples of changes they have seen 









leader. 
values in the life of Philemon. 


Even as Onesimus was changed by Christ from being 


Christ replaced material values with spiritual 


read about.) 


Closing Prayer. 


wrought in the lives of Christians they know or have 
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SCHOLARSHIP WINNERS 
ANNOUNCED 


RICHMOND, Va. — Four of the top 
five winners announced today in the 
Presbyterian Board of Christian Edu- 
eation’s Competitive Scholarship Con- 
test have mothers who teach school, 
and the other one’s father is a college 
professor. 


The 20 scholarships awarded in this 
16th year of competition totaled 
$9,000. Over 200 graduating seniors 
from 16 states entered the competition 
by taking standard psychological and 
English tests, which were electrically 
graded by the Virginia State Board 
of Education. They also wrote an auto- 
biography of 500 words and a 200- 
word theme on “Why I Want to At- 
tend a Church College,” submitted 
their high school transcript of grades 
and six references. 


Marion Boozer of Gaffney, South 
Carolina, won the top prize of a 
$2,000 four-year scholarship which he 
plans to use at Presbyterian College 
in Clinton, S. C. 


Carolyn Clemmer of Wilmington, 
North Carolina will use her second 
prize of a $1,600 scholarship at Mary 
Baldwin College in Staunton, Virginia. 


Donald C. Fuller, Jr., of Milledge- 
ville, Ga. made his selection of David- 
son College in Davidson, N. C. from 
a Harper’s Magazine article’s mention 
of the school. 


James E. Tanner, Jr., won a $1,000 
scholarship with his fourth place in 
the competition. The Georgetown, S. 
C. boy will also attend Davidson. 


The other winners are: William C. 
Brown, Jr., Hazard, Kentucky; Ellen 
V. Wilson, Savannah, Ga.; Jean V. 
Wells, Waynesboro, Va.; Andrea E. 
Pfaff, Asheville, N. C.; Susan Keith- 
Lucas, Chapel Hill, N. C.; Mary C. Mc- 
Rae, El Dorado, Ark.; Nancy B. Hutch- 
eson, Staunton, Va.; Jean A. McCurdy 
of San Antonio, Tex.; Judith C. Single- 
ton, Oklahoma City, Okla.; John I. 
Rankin, Kingsport, Tenn.; Karen Sue 
Selser, Newport, Tenn.; Gail Helen 
Spaller, Dallas, Tex.; W. Frederick 
McGuirt, Lumberton, N. C.; Joseph C. 
McCown, Jr., Forrest City, Ark.; Jo- 
seph C. McCutchen, Laurens, S. C.; 
Susanna V. Parker, Versailles, Ky.; 





A TEAM OF CHAMPIONS 


ATLANTA, Ga. — (PN) — Any 
way you look at it, the Morningside 
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Presbyterian Church basketball team 
is quite an outfit: 


It has just finished out an unde- 
feated season in a tough league, run- 
ning to 32 its two-year string of vic- 
tories without a defeat. 


It thus has carried home, for the 
second year, the Atlanta Metropolitan 
YMCA title, champions of the nu- 
merous church and business supported 
teams in the city. 


It is a 100% Presbyterian team, 
and numbers among its 11 players 
three or four former all-conference 
college stars, and the former captains 
of Davidson, Presbyterian College and 
Georgia Tech teams. 


Nine of the 11 regulars are mem- 
bers of Morningside Church — most 
unusual in its YMCA league, where 
churches and companies alike seek in- 
terested and able players from 
throughout the city. The two “out- 
siders” on the Morningside team are 
both students at Columbia Theological 
Seminary. 


Regulars on this year’s team are 
Captain Teeter Umstead, his brother 
Tommy Umstead, Billy Caswell, Wyatt 
Aiken, Bob Church, Sonny Ferguson, 






Jim Bowden, M. A. Davis, Ed Newby, 
Larry Gisi, and Mike Trimble. 


LAYMAN—from p. 11. 


hearts burn within us, while He 
talked with us by the way, and 
while He opened to us the Scrip- 
tures?” 


d. Urgency. The Christian ethic, as 
a matter of personal faith and 
as a way of life, is the most im- 
portant thing with which any man 
can be confronted. This urgency 
is not one of eminent world cat- 
aclysm; nor is it the urgency 
relevant to physical, economic or 
social well-being, as important 
as all of these may be. It is the 
urgency inherent in man’s rela- 
tionship to God, and to his fel- 
lowmen. The pew needs this 

sense of urgency in the message 

from the pulpit. 


. Decision. A good salesman works 
to a decision. A good salesman 
for Jesus Christ does the same. 
We laymen need to come face 
to face with the need for such 
decisions. While the primary de- 
cision is one for or against Christ 
and His claims, after that deci- 
sion has been made we need con- 
stant reminders of the daily de- 
cisions which are made for or 
against our Lord. These deci- 
sions have to be made and em- 
powered under the leading of the 
Holy Spirit but our minds must 
be constantly renewed as to their 
presence and importance. 


Finally, the pew should look 
at the pulpit through eyes and 
with hearts which have prayed 
for the one standing there as the 
messenger of God. In a very real 
sense, he stands as a dying man 
preaching to dying men. He 
needs the sympathetic under- 
standing and prayerful backing 
which he so rightly deserves. 


The church goes forward as a 
pew and pulpit unite in one com- 





mon faith and purpose — to 
know Christ and to make Him 
known. 
—L. N. B. 
PERSONALS 


Any Minister Facing Retirement 
September 1960 and interested in small 
field in county seat, mountain com- 
munity with furnished manse, is in- 
vited to reply. Correspondence con- 
fidential. Address ““A.P.”, care Presby- 
terian Journal. 
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God calls youth 


God calls every young man and woman 
to full-time Christian service in what- 
ever lifework they may enter. 


but some young people God calls 
to careers in his Church 


as ministers 


as missionaries 


as directors of Christian education 


as Christian teachers 


to many other church vocations 







































































































Every member has his part in helping the Church encourage young people 
to consider full-time church service as a lifework. 


Ministers 


and D.C. E.’ s: 
Church officers: 


Teacher and leader: 
Parents: 


Young man 
or woman: 


HICHER EDUCATION 


a 
etal 
KEEP IT BRICH! 
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Counsel with your young people, present God’s 
call. 


Be concerned for the Church’s need for dedicated 
church workers of the finest caliber. 


Encourage your ablest young people to consider 
a church vocation. 


Help your child to face their choice of vocation 
in terms of service to God and man. 


Listen to God’s call. 


DIVISION OF HIGHER EDUCATION 
BOARD OF CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH, U. S. 

BOX 1176. RICHMOND 9, VIRGINIA 
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THE CHRISTIAN—from p. 9 





tion: this is inspiration. His help is 
prayerfully to be sought that there 
might occur in us illumination. 


I Cor. 2:14 is at this point particu- 
larly relevant: ‘“‘The natural man re- 
ceiveth not the things of the Spirit of 
God; for they are foolishness unto 
him: neither can he know them, be- 
cause they are spiritually discerned.” 
To perceive the truth and power of 
God’s special revelation a man needs 
more than his own reason. Sin has so 
ravaged the mind that left alone rea- 
son will reject Scripture and call it 
foolishness. Abundantly the Bible evi- 
dences itself to be the Word of God, 
as the Confession says. It does so by 
the consent of all its parts, the majesty 
of its style, its purpose to give all 
glory to God, its disclosure of the only 
way of salvation, the heavenliness of 
its contents, the effectiveness of its 
doctrine, its entire perfection. Yet in 
the end a man receives the Bible as 
infallibly true and divinely authorita- 
tive because the Holy Spirit bears wit- 
ness to this effect in his heart. 


So also to advance in understand- 
ing of the Scriptures the help of the 
Holy Spirit is needed. Bible reading 
and Bible study for this reason should 
be joined with prayer. 


Cortland Myers once told of Robert 
Black, born in slavery, who knew the 
Bible better than any layman of the 
famous preacher’s acquaintance. For 
years Robert never read his Bible ex- 
cept on his knees. For two, three, 
four hours at a time, he read the Bible 
on his knees. Then Dr. Myers ac- 
knowledged his personal privilege in 
being under one of the great Hebrew 
scholars of his day, a man who thought 
Hebrew, was saturated in Hebrew, a 
gentle, Christian man, a great scholar 
with a great mind. The professor 
would come to his lecture desk, open 
the worn Hebrew Bible, drop his face 
down upon the pages, and say some- 
thing like this, “O Lord Jesus, may 
Thy Holy Spirit teach us Thy Word.” 
Asks Dr. Myers, “Do you wonder that 
he knew his Bible? He knew it by 
the same process that Robert Black 


knew his. You can’t read and under- 
stand your Bible without the Holy 
Spirit.” 


May the Holy Spirit lead us into a 
better, a deeper, a fuller knowledge 
of God’s Word. 


* ad ‘* * * 


Dr. Strong is pastor of the Trinity 
Church, Montgomery, Ala. 
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INTERPRETING—from p. 8 


ly unscholarly. I believe that scholar- 
ship is moving, as indeed it must 
eventually do, toward such a position 
in Biblical interpretation. Any other 
position inevitably distorts the message 
of the Bible before it begins to inter- 
pret. 


Vv. THE BIBLE MUST BE CENTRAL 
IN INTERPRETATION 


First, the Bible itself is kept central, 
just as the heart of a four-leaf flower 
holds the petals together. Introduc- 
tory materials, background materials, 
commentaries and theology all con- 
tribute to understanding the Bible, but 
none is to become a substitute for the 
Bible itself. Whenever one of these 
aids to interpretation becomes central, 
Protestantism gets off-center, and the 
Church loses its power. I heartily 
commend the use of all of these aids 
in my study guides to the books of 
the Bible. While I heartily support 
the effort of the LAYMAN’S BIBLE 
COMMENTARY and of similar publi- 
cations, I never recommend these as 
substitutes for the study of the Bi- 
ble itself. 


Second, I strive to bring people di- 
rectly into a study of the Bible, ask- 
ing questions to lead them into the 
sacred text. These questions are never 
ends in themselves, but a means of 
giving the Holy Spirit full opportunity 
to speak directly to the reader. This 
is so important that one might sup- 
pose Presbyterians and other Protes- 
tants would insist upon it as everyday 
practice. Unfortunately this is not 
always true. We all give lip service 
to the principle, but in our effort to 
explain what the Bible means, we tend 
to let our interpretation become a sub- 
stitute for the Bible itself. I have 
seen so many lives changed and en- 
riched by the study of the Bible that 
I know the power of the Holy Spirit 
to speak through the Word itself. For 
me to encourage ministers and laymen 
to study the Bible is a_ mission 
to Protestantism. Others may write 
commentaries and books on various 
aspects of the Christian faith that may 
be helpful and useful. I must lead 
students into the sacred text itself, 
making use also of the helps available. 


Third, I believe the Christ of the 
Gospels is central to the message of 
the Bible as a whole. I do not try 
to find Jesus Christ in every Old Test- 
ament passage. Nor do I force the 
Cross into every New Testament pas- 
sage. But I believe that the Bible as 
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a whole, under the illumination of the 
Holy Spirit, brings us ultimately be- 
fore Him with whom we have to do. 
And that is Jesus Christ, not of Bult- 
mann or Tillich, but the Christ of the 
Gospels and of the New Testament 
as a whole. He becomes the Center 
and Standard of truth, the unique Re- 
vealer of God, the Savior of sinners, 
the Lord of life in the Bible as a whole. 
Jesus Christ, incarnate, crucified, ris- 
en and exalted, the Son of God and 
the Son of man, is at the heart of the 
Bible. He speaks, as John 3:16 sug- 
gests, the final and ultimate Word of 
God’s redemptive love for men. He 
brings eternal life to me and to all 
who find Him speaking directly to 
them through the pages of the Bible. 
He demands the response of faith and 
obedience. He gives His Holy Spirit 
to me as I strive to interpret the Book 
that centers in Him. This same Spirit 
He gives to all who will let the Bible 
speak His Word of repentance, faith, 
love and obedience. 
* « * * * 

Dr. Gettys, well known as the au- 
thor of “How to Study...” the Bi- 
ble books, is Professor of Bible at 
Presbyterian College, Clinton, S. C. 


BOOK BRIEFS 


THE MINOR PROPHETS, by G. Camp- 
bell Morgan. Fleming H. Revell Co., West- 
wood, N. J. 157 pp. $2.75. An exposition 
of each of the Minor Prophets, the men 
and their messages, in a form that teachers 
of this part of the Bible have long desired. 
Outlining the dates and characteristics of 
each book and analyzing the message, with 
application for the prophet’s own time and 
for today, Dr. Morgan has made a con- 
tribution to Bible study which should be 
on every Bible student’s shelf. 





FEMPEST OVER SCOTLAND, by Nor- 
man E. Nygaard. Zondervan Publ. Co., 
Grand Rapids. 183 pp. $2.50. The author 
of THEY SOUGHT A COUNTRY here 
gives a moving and effective biography, 
written almost as a novel, of John Knox. 
In this reviewer's opinion, here is the 
best—certainly the most readable—story of 
the great Scottish Reformer available today. 





HOW HOME AND CHURCH CAN 
WORK TOGETHER, by Frederick W. 
Widmer. John Knox Press, Richmond, Va. 
95 pp. Paperback, $1.50. The former di- 
rector of the Office of Family Education 
of the Board of Education (now Minister 
of Education, First Church, Atlanta) writes 
on Christian nurture, goals for the Chris. 
tian family, teaching, fellowship and stew- 
ardship within the home. Includes sug- 


gestions for family-night programs at the 
church. 
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MINISTERS 


William C. Vaughan has become pas- 
tor of the Lake Waccamaw church, 
Lake Waccamaw, N. C. 


L. A. Taylor, Exec. Sec. of Wilming- 
ton Presbytery, will become Hos- 
pital Chaplain at the Cape Fear Me- 
morial Hospital, Cape Fear, N. C. 


A. M. Daniel, from the Wildwood, 
N. C. church to a Larger Parish 
work for the Synod of Virginia. 


Robert D. Barnes, formerly of the 
Huttonsville and Mill Creek 
churches, West Va., having accept- 
ed a pastorate in the Protestant 
Episcopal Church, was dropped 
from the roll of Greenbriar Presby- 
tery. 


James R. Lloyd will become regu- 
larly installed minister of the Wat- 
son Heights church, Rockingham, 
N. C. 


William Fry Summers, from Clarks- 
ville, Tenn., to the First Church, 
Tyler, Texas. 


John B. Wilson, from Morganton, 
N. C. to the Arbordale church, 
Banner Elk, N. C. 


Robert A. Anderson, formerly of 
the Methodist church, has become 
pastor of the First Church, Gurdon, 
Ark. 

Robert A. Dunbar, former Air Force 
chaplain, has become pastor of the 
Fraser church, Sumter, S. C. 


J. de la Luz C. Guerrero, from Mc- 
Allen, Tex., to the Gethsemane 
church, Kingsville, Tex. 


Palmer M. Patterson, from East- 
over, S. C., to the Bishopville, S. 
C., church. 


Thomas J. Rogers, from Atlanta, 
Ga., to the Cedartown, Ga., church. 


Gerald H. Kirby, Pelzer, S. C. has 
become Associate Pastor of the 
First Church, Rome, Ga. 


ELDERS 


The Session of the Hampton, S. C. 
church has memorialized one of its 


members, Hugh E. Vincent, 
died in April, 1960. 
servant of God. 


who 
A faithful 





LETTERS 


THE COOKIE CRUMBLES 


Last week I went to the Circle Meet- 
ing with sample copies of the 
endeavoring to solicit subscriptions. 
The ladies wanted to know, “Is that 
the Paper Dr. Gutzke’s lessons appear 
in?” The upshot is that I got no 
subscriptions to the , but here 
are five new subscriptions to the Jour- 
nal. 

—Mrs. Robert C. Korn 
Helena, Ala. 





In the SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 
of April 9 there is a re-print of an 
editorial by Dr. L. Nelson Bell of the 
Journal. I am wondering of I might 
have a sample copy of your paper. I 
am a Presbyterian and for a long 
time I have looked for a magazine 
that could take the place of the pub- 
lications we used to have in our 
church. 

—Mrs. R. J. Halmes 
Inglewood, Calif. 


We have discovered there are mul- 
titudes who quickly recognize a good 
thing when they see it!—Ed. 





HE DESCENDED INTO HELL 


Could not Jesus have experienced 
and endured the pains of hell without 
going to the place so designated? I 
believe He could. He was revealing 
to us the literal fact that He was for- 
saken, separated and apart from God 
the Father. There on the Cross Jesus 
endured both death and hell — Spirit- 
ual death and hell which is the total 
absence of God. That He did not 
descend into “the everlasting punish- 
ment prepared for the devil and his 
angels” is evidenced by two words 
from the Cross: “Today thou shalt be 
with me in paradise’, and “Father, 
into Thy hands I commend my spirit.” 


—/(Rev.) Arthur F. Fogartie 
Montreat, N. C. 





That was a magnificent job on 
descendit ad infernos . . . I only hope 
that the average Journal reader takes 
time to read what you wrote twice. 
The average reader isn’t going to get 
it in one reading. Not that you are in 
any way confusing. It is rather be- 
cause, being so often left out of the 


Creed, the average reader is entirely 
unfamiliar with the theme. He will 
not have enough to tie it up with one 
reading. 


—(Rev.) A. C. Windham 
Opelika, Ala. 





WESTMINSTER CONFESSION 
FOR TODAY 


I can say that the Rev. Mr. Smith 
has given a reasonably complete cat- 
alog of the points where Dr. Hendry 
takes issue with the Confession of 
Faith (Journal, April 20). The thing 
that disturbs me in the articles, how- 
ever, is the implied attitude that there 
is absolutely no room for a Presby- 
terian to disagree with the affirma- 
tions of the Confession. This attitude 
seems to suggest that not only was 
the revelation of God made perfect in 
Christ but also that man’s understand- 
ing of that revelation was perfect in 
the Westminster Assembly, which 
therefore spoke infallibly . . The 
Journal has not faced up to the issues 
squarely by merely asserting that 
since the author subscribes to a neo- 
orthodox theology and has rejected 
certain doctrines of the Confession 
that his book is a priori unworthy of 
use by members of the Presbyterian 
Church. Dr. Hendry in most cases 
defends his position on the basis of 
Scripture. Now we may not agree 
with his interpretation of the Scrip- 
ture and it is on this basis that the 
issues must be debated. But even 
here, it seems to me, we must be care- 
ful in our insistence that only our 
point of view is tenable. 


—U. V. Henderson 
Richmond, Va. 


We would distinguish between the 
general principle, “the Confession is 
not infallible’ which is true and the 
popular application, “there is there- 
fore nothing sacred in the Confession” 
which is not true. Galileo and New- 
ton did not know everything there is 
to know about science, but that does 
not mean that we can discard Gali- 
leo’s principle or Newton’s law. In 
certain respects they hit on timeless 
principles which are unalterable. In 
any case, Dr. Hendry does not have 
to accept the Confession at all... 
unless he wants to claim to be a Pres- 
byterian.—Ed. 





Let us love life and feel the value 
of it that we may fill it with Christ.— 
A. Monad, THE NEW DICTIONARY 
OF THOUGHTS. 
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